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This our sixteenth Birdathon (ten of which have been completed without using fossil fuels). This year, we were joined by the eagle-eyed team of Ron and Mary Teel, so a successful day was pretty much guaranteed from the start.
Our day started when the alarm rang just before 4:30 AM. As we lay in bed trying to come to our senses, (an effort that continued throughout the day) we recorded our first bird- an American Robin chirping enthusiastically at an obscenely early hour.
On our way to meet Ron and Mary at Creamer’s Refuge, we saw the perky silhouette of an American Kestrel sitting on the telephone wire at the Chena Hot Springs Road hay fields.

The front ponds and fields at Creamer’s were fairly empty, but we added Canada Goose, Sandhill Cranes, Mallards, American Wigeon Northern Pintail, Northern Shovelers and the first of a record number of Northern Harriers for the day.  While at the front fields, we also saw or heard Mew Gull, Common Redpolls, Savannah Sparrow, White-Crowned Sparrows, Slate-Colored Juncos, Ravens, Tree and Violet-Green Swallows. Two birds we often miss on Birdathon, Greater White-Fronted and a single Snow Goose were seen in the fields behind the barns. Rock Doves were waddling in the parking lot, and Cliff Swallows were peeping out of their half-finished clay nests at the barns and squeaking sleepily to each other. 
A Birdathon first for us, we heard a singing Pine Grosbeak in the cottonwood trees along the path to the seasonal ponds. At the seasonal pond, we heard the bubbly song of the Lincoln’s Sparrows along with seeing Horned Grebe, Ring-Necked Duck, cackling Rusty Blackbirds, Yellow warblers, and perhaps our rarest sighting of the day, a beautiful drake Blue-Winged Teal. We also saw our first of a surprising number of shorebird sightings for the day with Greater Yellowlegs, Solitary Sandpiper, and an enthusiastically winnowing Wilson’s Snipe.
Along the boardwalk trail, while being pestered by an impressive number of mosquitoes, we heard many hiccupping Hammond’s Flycatchers, an easy to miss singing Gray-Cheeked Thrush, and the lovely flute-like songs of counter-calling Swainson’s Thrush, along with Bohemian Waxwings, Northern Waterthrush, Yellow-Rumped , Orange-Crowned, and Blackpoll Warblers.
Our next stop was the nature trails at Wedgewood Resort and Wander Lake. In a small choke-cherry tree, at the parking lot we saw a Black-Capped Chickadee engaged in some important chickadee business. At the edge of the field, we saw a quick fly-by of a surprisingly silent, Northern Flicker- our only woodpecker species seen for the day. The walk through the woods to Wander Lake yielded singing Townsend’s Warblers and a single Ruby-crowned Kinglet. At Wander Lake Refuge, we saw a pair of Red-Necked Grebes, a Spotted Sandpiper, and enjoyed a few minutes watching a red fox with a magnificent brushy tail exploring the edge of the lake. 

We headed south in search of deep water and the new species that we hoped it would attract. We were rewarded at the gravel pits along Lakeview Terrace with swooping and buzzing Bank Swallows. We added three beautiful Long-Billed Dowitchers to our growing shorebird list, saw our first Green-Winged Teal, Herring Gulls, and Buffleheads, along with with several Greater Scaup, but no sea ducks. The divers turned out to be our biggest misses of the day. 
Our next stop was Tanana Lakes Recreation area. We beefed up our raptor sightings with pairs of adult Bald Eagles and Ospreys – one of which splashed down dramatically in front of us in a failed attempt to snag a fish. We also saw a Black-billed Magpie, and heard a Hermit Thrush singing from a nearby cottonwood grove. The mudflats around the lake produced several new shorebirds: an often missed American Golden Plover, a few tiny Semi-Palmated Plover and Semi-Palmated Sandpipers, along with Pectoral Sandpiper and a pair of beautiful Hudsonian Godwits. While our duck sightings were depressingly low, our shorebird list was looking great for the day so far. One of the most spectacular and surprising sightings of the day came at Tanana Lakes when a flock of about 45 Snow Geese burst over the levee and circled us at a low level banking in the morning sunlight. None of us had seen so many snow geese in Fairbanks before, and seeing them so close was spectacular.
We next stopped in to scan a gravel pit on 30th Avenue in our continued fruitless search for diving duck, then headed across town to see what we could find around the airport float ponds. Our first sighting was of tiny flyers- midges- thousands- perhaps millions- of them covering every surface and swarming in the grass. Swarming after them was a spectacular number of at least a thousand shorebirds. The mixed flocks swarming through the grass and erupting into swooping synchronized formations around the ponds were primarily Pectoral Sandpipers tanking up on their way to the North Slope along with Semi-Palmated and a single Least and Western Sandpiper mixed in. At that point, we said goodbye to Ron and Mary, and headed around to the front Airport Ponds. The only new species seen there was a great find- a Ruddy Turnstone. Thanks to Jeff Walters for sending the tip that it was seen there earlier that day.
Our next stop of Birdathon 2016 was the UAF Ag. Fields along Sheep Creek Road. We looked and listened for a recently reported Killdeer, but missed it. A soggy walk into Smith Lake yielded a regal Pacific Loon. 

The next stop was the peat pits along Sheep Creek Road. This reliable spot for Red-Winged Blackbird failed us this year, but we recorded a singing Chipping Sparrow instead. After that, we headed home and recorded Red-Breasted Nuthatches coming into our feeder. The recently seen Gray Jays, Boreal Chickadees, and White-Winged Crossbills, however, failed to appear. 
We met friends for a potluck and liberally refueled and rehydrated after our grueling day. While there, we kept an eye and ear open for woodpeckers or gray jays, but they failed to appear. After returning home, we tumbled into bed without seeing any new species. The nuthatches seen earlier were our 70th and final species for Birdathon 2016.

